
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SCREENING FOR IDENTIFYING


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS
Adopt these questions as you find necessary.  Every client should be screened for domestic violence.  A nonjudgmental attitude which conveys the message that you are willing to accept the client’s disclosures is essential.  An opening statement that normalizes the questions such as “Because abuse and violence are so common, I’ve begun to ask about it routinely,” may be helpful.  Women and men should also be questioned about domestic violence.  If they are victims or perpetrators, the information is important for you to have.

•
Are you in a relationship in which you have been physically hurt or threatened by your spouse?

•
Has your spouse ever destroyed things that you cared about?

•
Has your partner ever threatened or abused your children?

•
Has your spouse ever forced you to have sex?

•
What happens when you and your spouse fight or disagree?

•
Do you fees afraid of your spouse?

•
Do you or your spouse use alcohol or drugs?  When, how much and to what effect?

•
Do you have guns in your house?  Has your spouse ever threatened to use them when s/he was angry?

•
Does your spouse constantly belittle or criticize you or embarrass you in front of others?

•
Do you or your partner have any history of mental illness?

Adopted from American Medical Association, Diagnostic and Treatment Guidelines on Domestic Violence (1992)
